This report is the output from the questions raised by Sian and combines the results from the following
Voices Survey Summer 2011 (http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DST3CB3)

This survey contained the bulk of the questions. Question 3 was invalid as the wording was misleading therefore the results for this question were replaced by the result of the following survey

Voices Survey Summer 2011 only q3 (http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/PLZW3W9)

This survey contained only the reworded question 3 from the original survey

The text is pasted directly from the survey results pages and is not edited in any way.
	1. Please tick the statement/statements that best reflect your view of the warm up

	 
	answered question
	53

	 
	skipped question
	0

	 
	Response
Percent
	Response
Count

	I enjoy the warm up
	
	28.3%
	15

	I find the warm up useful as it gets me ready for the songs we are learning
	
	60.4%
	32

	I understand why we do a warm up but find it a bit dull
	
	28.3%
	15

	I do not understand why we do warm ups and try and miss that part of the session
	
	1.9%
	1


	2. The two songs I really enjoyed singing this year were....

	 
	answered question
	53

	 
	skipped question
	0

	 
	Response
Percent
	Response
Count

	Asikathali
	[image: image1.png]



	3.8%
	2

	Dobru Noc
	[image: image2.png]



	20.8%
	11

	E Hara
	[image: image3.png]



	24.5%
	13

	Get Happy
	[image: image4.png]



	13.2%
	7

	Here Comes the Sun
	[image: image5.png]



	20.8%
	11

	Oh What a Beautiful Mornin'
	[image: image6.png]



	26.4%
	14

	Now oh now I needs must part
	[image: image7.png]



	3.8%
	2

	Top of the world
	[image: image8.png]



	11.3%
	6

	When the coal comes from the Rhondda
	[image: image9.png]



	15.1%
	8

	Xintskala
	[image: image10.png]



	9.4%
	5

	Jo We
	[image: image11.png]



	11.3%
	6

	Love like a river
	[image: image12.png]



	1.9%
	1

	Eriskay love lilt
	[image: image13.png]



	26.4%
	14

	Ndi ne si po no no
	[image: image14.png]



	1.9%
	1

	Rain
	[image: image15.png]



	11.3%
	6

	Roll Jordan
	[image: image16.png]



	5.7%
	3

	Viva tutte le vezzose
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	22.6%
	12


	3. The one song I really do not want to sing again is .....

	 

	answered question

	43

	 

	skipped question

	0

	 

	Response
Percent

	Response
Count


	Asikathali

	 

	0.0%

	0


	Dobru Noc

	 

	0.0%

	0


	E Hara

	 

	0.0%

	0


	Get Happy
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	2.3%

	1


	Here Comes the Sun

	 

	0.0%

	0


	Oh What a Beautiful Mornin'

	 

	0.0%

	0


	Now oh now I needs must part
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	11.6%

	5


	Top of the world
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	7.0%

	3


	When the coal comes from the Rhondda
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	7.0%

	3


	Xintskala
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	4.7%

	2


	Jo We
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	4.7%

	2


	Love like a river
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	2.3%

	1


	Eriskay love lilt
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	4.7%

	2


	Ndi ne si po no no
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	4.7%

	2


	Rain
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	2.3%

	1


	Roll Jordan
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	4.7%

	2


	Viva tutte le vezzose
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	4.7%

	2


	There is no song i do not want to sing again
	[image: image30.png]



	32.6%

	14


	Other (any song not mentioned)

Showing 3 text responses

1. pachebel's canon but only cos we've done it to death. please can we do more "classical" stuff

2. prende la vela

3. prayer for peace - and any other long repetitive 'spiritual' stuff.
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	7.0%

	3



	


	4. Overall, the songs we learn are ...

	 
	answered question
	53

	 
	skipped question
	0

	 
	Response
Percent
	Response
Count

	too difficult
	 
	0.0%
	0

	too easy
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	5.7%
	3

	a good mix of simple and challenging songs
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	94.3%
	50


	5. Overall, the songs we sing are ...

	 
	answered question
	53

	 
	skipped question
	0

	 
	Response
Percent
	Response
Count

	too similar in style
	[image: image34.png]



	3.8%
	2

	an interesting variety of styles
	[image: image35.png]



	86.8%
	46

	please insert your own adjective


Showing 5 text responses

1. lovely

2. are short on dynamics and finesse

3. Sometimes similar songs are taught close together

4. an excellent variety that give enjoyment to musicians & listeners

5. uplifting.
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	9.4%
	5


	6. I would like to sing more songs in the following style ...

	 
	answered question
	53

	 
	skipped question
	0

	 
	Response
Percent
	Response
Count

	African
	[image: image37.png]



	30.2%
	16

	Pop
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	15.1%
	8

	Gospel
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	24.5%
	13

	Jazz/Swing
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	47.2%
	25

	British Isles Folk
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	49.1%
	26

	Musicals
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	26.4%
	14

	Balkan/Georgian
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	41.5%
	22

	Sacred
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	18.9%
	10

	Other (please specify)
Showing 14 text responses

1. hebridean mouth music 

2. I enjoy the variety we already have 

3. I think the variety is good 

4. 1960's folk rock (Byrds, Mamas & Papas, Association) 

5. happy with the range/variety we have now 

6. "May I suggest" by Susan Werner as suggested previously 

7. Classical choral - maybe something operatic? 

8. Taize (yes it's sacred but a particular type) 

9. overall I like the mix we have 

10. am happy to leave the choice to you 

11. US folk (eg Stephen Foster et al.) 

12. classical 

13. Maori / Polynesian 

14. maybe something classical - but I'm happy as we are 
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	26.4%
	14


	7. Which statement(s) best reflect your experience of learning the songs (you can select more than one statement)

	 
	answered question
	53

	 
	skipped question
	0

	 
	Response
Percent
	Response
Count

	I find the pace of learning the songs too slow
	[image: image46.png]



	3.8%
	2

	I find the pace of learning the songs too fast
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	1.9%
	1

	I find the pace of learning the songs about right for the group as a whole
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	88.7%
	47

	I find the style of teaching helpful and encouraging
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	69.8%
	37

	I find the style of teaching unclear and confusing
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	1.9%
	1

	Other comment on the style of teaching


Showing 28 text responses

1. I am learning to sing better and enjoy the breathing lessons etc. 

2. For me persoanlly sometimes too difficult as I'm one who 'can't sing', but enjoy a singsong, but I know that a large part of the group want more of a challenge. 

3. I enjoy the more intuitive learning S facilitates - trusting that it will come right. 

4. Just sometimes you assume we remember something when we really need a refresher - although this usually becomes obvious when we don't sing anything! 

5. Sometimes instructions are not clear and it would be helpful to give a clear message to all parts what we are doing and check all happy and know note! Mostly teaching style is great with a light hearted fun and motivating approach! Well done Sian! Tough for one person to teach 4 parts and keep others engaged! 

6. I enjoy learning singing techniques, it has been very helpful and makes a big difference to the group; more please! 

7. Sian is so enthusiastic ....and patient...makes the whole session enjoyable 

8. Sometimes it is difficult to hear what has been spoken by Sian - it goes into the hair! 

9. I really appreciate Sian's patience, relaxed style and sense of humour 

10. Always good fun and a real pleasure. Sometimes we all need to concentrate a bit harder to learn the difficult bits rather than complaining a song is too hard because the results are worth it. 

11. once we've got the gist of the notes would like more direction to sharpen up the quality of the singing so we get a more polished result - perhaps greater attention to varied dynamics, speed, expression, and ALL doing it! 

12. I feel we sometimes need to spend a little more time on each part before we sing together. I know this can be difficult with 4 parts to teach as members could become bored whilst waiting their turn. 

13. I think we need a bit more constructive criticism to push us to do better. However, Sian is a joyful teacher and excels at keeping everyone involved. I really like that she knows everyone's name. 

14. I think Sian does a great job getting round all the parts successfully 

15. I'd like to consolidate and develop songs- more light and shade 

16. I really like Sians style of teaching she is always really encouraging and enthusiastic. 

17. Generally I find the pace of learning about right. Sometimes I feel I haven't quite got things by the time we come to all sing together but feel that could be a reflection of my lack of confidence rather than to do with teaching style. 

18. Style and method of teaching is excellent - I found it difficult when I first joined because I hadn't been part of a choir for so long but it is good - and fun! The one thing I would ask - when you make the tapes for us to practice would it be difficult to make one for sops, one tenors, one altos, one bass? I find I sing along with all the parts and then can't remember mine! 

19. It depends very much on whether people have listened to the cd or not - much quicker when they have. Maybe we could know what's coming up next week so we could be more prepared? 

20. I think Sian is a great teacher - knowledgeable, clearly very skilled, patient and funny. She really does inspire commitment to the whole group. 

21. Sian is always positive and enthusiastic with a good sense of humour 

22. Sometimes we don't sing our new part through enough times to etch it deep enough in our brains. 

23. Sometimes the pace can be a little too fast but we can always call Sian back. 

24. i find that sian is always very upbeat and encouraging even when we are not at our best 

25. I'd like us to polish songs a bit more as sometimes we stop before we are at our best. It worries me as I want us to be the best we possibly can be when we perform. I think you can get more out of us! Nice to do some movement too. 

26. Sian is wonderful 

27. I really like the fact that Sian has learnt our names and think that is quite a feat! I also like most of the get together games at the end of the break - especially name learning as after years in the choir I still don't know enough names of even people who've been there all that time too! 

28. I was not quite so keen on the ends of the sessions which involved a more spiritual content. I know others have liked this element - we don't seem to do this so much these days - which suits me but maybe not others! 
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	52.8%
	28


	8. The part of the session I enjoy most is ....

	 
	answered question
	51

	 
	skipped question
	2

	 
	Response
Count

	Showing 51 text responses

1. Singing songs we have learnt and know well and revisit
2. singing
3. when we sing something profound in a circle and listen in the centre
4. singing a well know song again as a whole group
5. I love the way S revisits songs that we know, mixes them in with learning knew ones and keeps all fresh and ligth. 

6. singing a completed tune properly
7. singing
8. singing complete songs
9. When we refresh a song we already know that we can just sing straight off. 

10. All of it
11. When learning my own part and when singing all together. 

12. mastering something more difficult and persevering
13. usually I enjoy most of it - voice-warm up is fine, & pace is ok for me e game/activity
14. Learning new songs
15. everything
16. When we have mastered a song and sing it right through, confidently. That shared experience is what it's all about. 

17. singing songs we can do quite well
18. All of it! 

19. The sacred singing at the end is beautiful and gives a sense of connectedness
20. Singing songs we know well
21. Finishing a new song and running through it properly for the first time. 

22. The bit when the basses get a lead part
23. singing - especially getting it right for the first time
24. learning and completing new songs
25. Singing together! 

26. learning part, listenning to others and Singing!! 

27. seeing the songs come together
28. All singing something uplifting at the end
29. Singing! 

30. Learning
31. all of it
32. Often the end - when I have worked hard and engaged with the music and we do something lovely and peaceful or uplifting like 'Alleluia' or that African thingy 'We are together'
33. singing
34. when it all comes together and the sound is so good
35. 'tweaking' the songs for performance when we know them well
36. if we sing altogether in a round or walking about
37. I enjoy all of it! The final more 'spiritual' song is always very moving but I enjoy all the singing activities. 

38. singing new songs together and hearing the harmonies for the first time
39. singing
40. leaving for the pub. (only joking). I don't want to sound like life is perfect but I can't single one element out. 

41. Recap of previous songs at end
42. short songs that we learn and sing together in wonderful harmony
43. all of it
44. usually the first half as I have more energy
45. the lovely calm sing at the end
46. singing the songs
47. singing
48. when it is clear that we've produced a beautiful sound with the right notes in the correct order!!!!!!!
49. learning the part
50. I enjoy all of it
51. the challenges and tacking a whole song together and the feeling of a group journey

	51


	9. The part of the session I enjoy least is ...

	 
	answered question
	48

	 
	skipped question
	5

	 
	Response
Count

	Showing 48 text responses

1. the end

2. sometimes the warmups feel repetitive

3. very challenging signing in the second half - get very tired towards the end of second half.

4. Waiting for the altos, tenors and bases to catch up..... (not reallyxxx)

5. waiting for each gorup to prepare

6. half time games

7. warm up

8. Some of the after the interval sessions - if we have to speak in front of the group.

9. when people talk while others are rehearsing

10. When not singing and when talking becomes too loud!

11. quick sing after the break

12. The last 1/2 hr ..... I work on a Tuesday & get quite tired by 9pm & need to sit down! Recognise that we can get more done in 2 hrs than 1 1/2.

13. The silly game bit, although I don't really mind it.

14. enjoy all of it

15. Having to wait about a bit when other parts are learning their part, but I do accept that it's an unavoidable part of being in a choir.

16. Warm up

17. No negative feelings

18. Even more varied warm up would be fun

19. warm up-and having to stand up for 2 hours

20. People talking too much when another part is paractising.

21. The break - its just a few minutes too long sometimes

22. the games after the interval

23. hanging around while other parts are learning

24. When people make announcements / promote upcoming events etc just before we break - tedious & not always relevant.

25. games after the break. would much rather get on with the singing! warm ups need more variety to keep up members interest and attention

26. other people talking whilst Sian is teaching

27. any game we play

28. none of it

29. warm up and waiting to learn the part

30. the body exercises [my body hates stretching and bending]

31. when it's too chatty

32. 'games' after the break - just want to get on with the singing!

33. listening to notices I can't always hear

34. ----

35. warming up

36. prancing about

37. As above I can't one element out. This is not very helpful but fundamentally I'm content.

38. Doorbell access system (not reliable)

39. nothing

40. the warm up but only because we are not singing!

41. the warm up - but I still like it!

42. not relevant

43. the games after break

44. standing - That isn't Sian's fault but the infant chairs are too low and it is a DDA issue I believe

45. no G & Ts in the break

46. warm-up

47. Notices (committee needs to be much clearer in imparting information

48. going home.

	48


	10. Overall how would describe your singing experience at our weekly sessions.

	 

	answered question

	53

	 

	skipped question

	0

	 

	Response
Count


	Showing 53 text responses

1. A varied and enjoyable fast paced sing - it surprises and encourages me how much we have learnt without it feeling an effort

2. great therapy, fulfilling, good fun, lovely people

3. i always enjoy them ... and feel better for coming to sing

4. good

5. I love it, love the choir, love the people, love the way S does it - it is just a deeply human experience for me

6. Enjoyable

7. good
8. energising and just great.

9. Fun and relaxing.

10. good

11. I really enjoy the sessions. Sometimes it seems there are long periods not singing when other parts are learning, but I think that's inevitable. Noise can be an issue and I think it would be good to try and reduce chatting when others are trying to learn! 

12. good mix of known and new stuff at each session, like the current mix, definitely do not want to do more than a little musical / pop

13. As a new choir member I've had a good experience this term. Wed night is something I feel very positive about and I marvel at Sean's skill as a leader. She manages to make things flow & there's never any feeling that we're in difficulty. Always an up-beat feeling when you come into the room.

14. Good fun, it really lifts my week, I wish it were more frequent.

15. Fantastic - uplifting - a place where I can forget all that is going on in my complicated life for 2 hours

16. Overall, it's great. Forget the cares of the day and enjoy being part of the whole and making great sounds - most of the time!

17. Great. Feel better for coming. Invigorating

18. Very enjoyable, always want to come.A lovely and welcome antidote to life's demands and pressures

19. Enjoyable and uplifting

20. Uplifting, friendly, feeling of being "looked after" by Sian, part of group, joyful and fulfilling. Thank you

21. Excellent! Sessions have lots more variety(I've learnt to expect the unexpected)The social aspect is a bonus,too.I've really enjoyed Sian's first year-many thanks.

22. I look forward to it every week and find it very uplifiting. I think Sian is a great teacher and very committed to what she is doing.

23. I love it.

24. I look forward to them and miss them in the holidays

25. very good - I really enjoy the choir!

26. Wonderful - I love singing with the choir and find it such a de-stressing and energising part of my week.

27. Love it! and love Sian's enthusiasm, patience and sense of humour

28. Generally good fun, always better when I've got a handle on the part I'm singing!! Please note I have ticked question 4 but it does not truly reflect my experience but the survey would not send with an empty box. Although their was a mix of styles I would have enjoyed some more musical, pop, english language songs

29. Fun and sociable and energising. Sometimes moving when we sing something simple and beautiful together just for the joy of singing.

30. It's sometimes an effort to get out of the house in time during the busy working week, but once I arrive, it's well worth it and I feel uplifted after each session.

31. Grand

32. I really enjoy the choir its friendly, fun and relaxed and Sian is an excellent leader

33. Very positive. Sian is wonderful - patient, enthusiastic, relaxed, positive, energetic. I often arrive feeling tired and distracted and nearly always leave feeling uplifted by the experience - thank you!

34. absolutely love it

35. I love it and look forward to it each week and enjoy being part of such a friendly group. It's a good mix of fun and work. We smile a lot which has to be good, and I think (hope) we sound good too.

36. Very enjoyable & a good learning experience.

37. good

38. An enriching and very enjoyable experience - the singing itself (the challenging bits as much as the easier stuff), the expert leadership and involvement with a lovely community of people.

39. Always come away feeling pleasantly tired having enjoyed the singing

40. fun

41. I usually leave the school in better spirits than I entered. I just love a good sing and meeting everybody week on week; all very therapeutic.

42. Excellent

43. I love it! Good for the heart and soul!

44. it is the highlight of my week and i love it

45. I really like the sessions and like the fact that we are doing some technical 'stuff' - increasing breath capacity etc. I'd like to do a bit more of that. Very enjoyable

46. Full of joy and happiness

47. very good and enjoyable

48. Wonderful I love it and think that Sian is the most amazing teacher

49. I really enjoy the singing and usually go home very happy and uplifted particularly if we sing happy jolly songs at the end rather than quiet slow shaloms at the end. I like the shaloms so like to sing them but want to go away buzzing not down at the very end.

50. Very enjoyable - esp with Sian's sense of fun!!!

51. I generally enjoy the whole thing

52. I have very much enjoyed the year and feel that the sessions are a good balance of fun and achieving good standards of singing.

53. important for my health.
	53



	


